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complicated machinery being necessary. And India is able to
manufacture all her own cloth. It is understood, that when spin-
ning becomes universal, the millions of weavers and lakhs of card-
ers will revert to their original occupation.
This is the economic aspect of hand-spinning.
It will save our women from forced violation of their purity,
It will, as it must, do away with begging as a means of livelihood.
It will remove our enforced idleness. It will steady the mind. And
I verily believe, that when millions take to it as a sacrament, it
will turn our faces godward.
This is the moral aspect of spinning.
And when it has become universal and traffic in foreign cloth
has become a thing of the past, it is the surest sign that India is
earnest, sober, and believes in the non-violent and religious charac-
ter of her struggle.
At present outsiders do not believe in our ability to boycott
foreign cloth and to manufacture enough for our requirements by
hand-spinning and hand-weaving. But when it becomes an esta-
blished fact, India's opinion, too, will become an irresistible force,
and if necessary, she can then, but not till then, resort to civil dis-
obedience in order to bend a recalcitrant Government to its wilL
This is the political aspect.
Therefore I was sad to see, that in all Bengal I found no one
who was a spinning-expert and who devoted his whole time and
attention to nothing but spreading the gospel of hand-spinning,
teaching, organizing and advising. I found, that the masses were
ready to take it up but they did not know how to go about it. What
is true of Bengal is perhaps true of most provinces. We should have
in each province a standard charkha and a body of experts to
whom one can refer for advice and guidance. Much splendid
talent could be utilized, if there was expert knowledge available.
Who is to decide upon the utility or otherwise of over fifteen inven-
tions that were exhibited in the National College Hall at Calcutta?
I saw everywhere different kinds of charkhas in use. But I
saw no attempt to test the capacity of these wheels. Thousands
are spinning today in Bengal, but there is nobody to measure
their work. I therefore advise all Congress Committees to set apart
at least six men and six women with faith in their mission in this
direction. They need not look to Satyagraha Ashram for personal
guidance. What can be given is being imparted through the spe-
cial articles that are being published weekly in these pages. I ask
those who would become experts to study them with careful atten-
tion. But no one need expect to become an expert by merely study-